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We present an alternative treatment to resolve lower 
gastrointestinal bleeding by the application of FloSeal, a 
haemostatic matrix.

This treatment would be indicated in cases of lower 
gastrointestinal bleeding located in the last 20–25 cm of the 
large intestine. To do so, we use a Sengstaken-Blakemore 
probe, a 50 mL syringe, an introducer tube and two 
FloSeal haemostatic kits.

The Sengstaken-Blakemore probe is commonly 
used to control bleeding from oesophageal varices. The 
instrument has three channels: one is for gastric lavage and 
the other two are connected to a gastric balloon and to an 
oesophageal balloon.

The haemostat ic  matr ix  FloSeal  conta ins  two 
independent haemostasis-promoting agents, consisting 
of patented gelatin granule clots, obtained from bovine 
thrombin and plasma-derived human thrombin, which 
combine to form a stable clot at the site of the haemorrhage.

We use the introducer tube to insert the probe in the 
rectosigma. And finally, with the syringe we inflate the 
oesophageal balloon of the probe.

Fundamentally, the treatment consists (Figure 1) of 
inserting the tube containing the Sengstaken-Blakemore 
probe impregnated with FloSeal into the rectum-sigma.

Then, we remove the introducer tube, leaving the probe 

with FloSeal inside the rectum-sigma lumen.
Finally, we inflate the oesophageal balloon of the 

probe so that the FloSeal is brought into contact with the 
intestinal mucosa, and the pressure exerted on it produces 
haemostasis in this area.

The inflated balloon is then left in place, within the 
rectum lumen for 24 hours, at low pressure in order to 
avoid ischaemia in the area. This procedure is simple, easy 
to reproduce and can be very useful to control bleeding in 
the last section of the gastrointestinal tract.

Surgical Technique on Gastrointestinal Surgery 

Using FloSeal® to control digestive bleeding in the distal large 
bowel

Francisco Javier Pérez Lara, Marta Conejo Porras, Jose Manuel Hernández González, Horacio Oliva 
Muñoz

Service of Surgery, Antequera Hospital, Málaga, Spain

Correspondence to: Dr. Francisco Javier Pérez Lara. Digestive Surgeon, Antequera Hospital, Avda Poeta Muñoz Rojas sn, C.P. 29200, Spain.  

Email: javinewyork@hotmail.com.

Abstract: We present an alternative treatment to resolve lower gastrointestinal bleeding by the application 
of FloSeal, a haemostatic matrix. Fundamentally, the treatment consists of inserting the tube containing the 
Sengstaken-Blakemore probe impregnated with FloSeal into the rectum-sigma. This procedure is simple, 
easy to reproduce and can be very useful to control bleeding in the last section of the gastrointestinal tract.

Keywords: FloSeal; lower gastrointestinal bleeding; treatment

Received: 22 March 2018; Accepted: 26 March 2018; Published: 09 May 2018.

doi: 10.21037/jovs.2018.04.01

View this article at: http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/jovs.2018.04.01

Figure 1 Digestive bleeding control with FloSeal (1).
Available online: http://www.asvide.com/article/view/24681

Video 1. Digestive bleeding control with 

FloSeal 
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